
For the second year in a row, 
Roosevelt Elementary has earned 
designation as a High Progress 
School of Honor by the Ohio 
Department of Education. The 
honor recognizes the school for 
its gains in reading and math 
proficiency among all students 
during the 2017-2018 school 
year. Roosevelt is the only 
school in Cuyahoga County 
to have earned this significant 
award. 

“I remain extremely proud 
of the Roosevelt staff for their 
hard work and the students for 
their academic growth. The fact 
that they’ve been recognized for 

their efforts is icing on the cake,” 
said Roosevelt Principal Eileen 
Griffiths.

 To become a High Progress 
School of Honor a building must 
first be a Title 1 or Title 1-eli-
gible school with at least 40 per-
cent of its students classified as 
economically disadvantaged. In 
addition these schools must rank 
in the top 10 percent for gains in 
proficiency for all students.  High 
Progress Schools of Honor must 
have also earned an A or B for all 
students on the 2017-2018 State 
Report Card, and an A, B or C in 
the Gap Closing. Overall, Roo-
sevelt earned an A on its most 

recent Report Card.
As an incentive to help close 

achievement gaps in Ohio, the 
Ohio Department of Education 
developed the Schools of Honor 

program to identify, recognize 
and highlight schools that are 
making substantial progress in 
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This is the second straight year that Roosevelt Elementary, located 
on Athens Avenue, has earnd the High Progress School of Honor 
designation.

Roosevelt earns state
honor 2nd year in row

Sports jackpot: LHS has state champ & All-American 

The Lakewood Board of Edu-
cation has approved a proposal 
for the use of the former Taft 
Elementary School building that 
will address a number of space 
needs that were not included 
in the District’s Ohio Facili-
ties Construction Commission 
projects. The proposal will give 
the District space to expand 
programming that will result in 
students better prepared for aca-
demic success from preschool 
through college.

The proposal calls for a 
renovation of Taft, which first 
opened in 1927 and had addi-
tions built in 1957 and 1970. 
The space will be configured to 
accommodate the relocation of 
the Central Office staff from the 
Board of Education building on 
Warren Road, the expansion of 
the District’s preschool program 
and partnership program with 
higher education institutions.

The District already has 
partnerships with the University 
of Akron and Tri-C. District 
officials are currently in discus-
sions with two other institutions 
of higher learning that wish 
to partner. These partnerships, 
as well as income generated 
through rental of a new flexible 
professional development/meet-

Senior Tyler Hannah during his championship run in the 60 meter hurdles at the Indoor 
Track & Field State Championships held at Spire Institute on March 2.

Two of our senior athletes enjoyed extraordi-
nary success recently and proved they are at the 
pinnacle of their respective sports. Tyler Hannah 
captured the District’s first state championship 
since running star Michelle Sikes in 2002 when 
he beat out the field in the 60 meter hurdles at the 
OATCCC Division 1 Indoor Track & Field Cham-
pionships on March 2. Malvin Gblah has had a 
stellar senior year that only most others can dream 
about. In December, Malvin earned a place on the 
All-American team and on February 7, Malvin 
was named the Male High School Athlete of the 
Year by the Greater Cleveland Sports Commis-
sion.   

Tyler was scheduled to compete in the

Hannah best in hurdles; 
Gblah earns two top honors

See SPORTS Page 4

ALEX BELISLE
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   Awards & Recognitions

The creativity and imagination 
of our students were celebrated 
at the annual Lakewood PTA 
Council Reflections Ceremony, 
held Jan. 29 at Garfield Middle 
School. Seventy-three artworks 
from preschool through high 
school were honored. Of those 
73 pieces of art, 28 were cho-
sen to move on to the state PTA 
judging, with winners to be an-
nounced in late spring. Overall, 
150 students across the eight 
PTA schools entered the contest.

The ceremony offered the 
young artists a chance to be 
recognized and congratulated by 
Superintendent Barnes, Board 
of Education members and other 
city leaders. Lakewood High 

graduate and Cleveland Print 
Room Executive Director Shari 
Wilkins gave the keynote speech.

The Reflections program offers 
students from schools with active 
PTAs the opportunity to create 
works of art for fun and recog-
nition. Students in preschool 
through grade 12 are encouraged 
to submit works in seven arts 
areas: literature, dance chore-
ography, film/video production, 
musical composition, photogra-
phy, visual arts and special artist. 
All entries must follow a chosen 
theme, which this year was   
“Heroes Around Me.”

Each school with a PTA can 
send up to 24 entries to the dis-
trict level judging. Among works 
chosen for district-level recogni-
tion, the highest scoring works 
as deemed by a panel of judges 
evaluating on artistic merit, 

creativity and interpretation of 
the theme, move on to Columbus 
to compete with students’ work 
from around the state.

The following students’ 
work will move on to statewide     
judging:

Emma Bach, Harding

Owen Bees, Harding 
Sara Bitter, LHS
Zeylie Cheiky-Fakedej, LHS
Ellie Clark, Garfield
Amos D’Agostino, H. Mann
Anna Daso, Harding
Nora Germaine, Garfield
Riley Geyer, LHS

Lillith Horschke, LHS
Evelyn Jenkins, LHS
Jacob Kvac, LHS
McKenzie Lane, LHS
Isabella Lara, Garfield
Sean Miller, Grant
Deanna Patera, Roosevelt
Emily Perry, LHS
Anna Rigdon, LHS
Ursula Rosen, Grant
Claire Schuppel, LHS
Sarah Scott, Garfield
Julia Thomas, Lincoln
Sebastian Tougouma, Lincoln
Lillian Utrata, LHS
Meghan Walcheck, Garfield
Tim Walcheck, Garfield
Symon Worthington, Harding
Joanna Wright, Harding
Congratulations to all our 

talented artists and all the hard-
working Reflections committee 
members! 

28 finalists advanced      
PTA REFLECTIONS

The young artists recognized at the annual PTA Reflections ceremony.

Students from Lakewood 
High School and the West 
Shore Career-Tech Media Art & 
Design earned a  high number 
awards in the annual Scholastic 
Art & Writing Awards regional 
competition held in December, 
including eight Gold Keys, the 
highest honor given, and 44 total 

HIGH SCHOOL

Students win 8 Gold Keys 
in Scholastic contest

Junior Darnesia Shields’ image won a Gold Key at the 
regional competition of the Scholastic Art & Writing Awards.

pieces honored overall.
Lakewood students were also 

well-represented at the Silver Key 
and Honorable Mention levels. 
Eleven students won 14 Silver 
Keys, including two by seniors 
Sara Bitter and Emily Perry, and 
junior Patrick McCallum. Twenty-
two students earned Honorable 
Mention designations for their art.

Congratulations to our Gold 
Key winners:  Lakewood High art 
students Lillian Horschke, Emily 
Perry, Lillian Utrata, and Inga Wil-
helmy; and West Shore Media Art 
& Design students Sarah Drago, 

Darnesia Shields, Max Sloan, and 
Turner Sorge.  Gold Key win-
ners move on to be judged at the 
national level of the 94-year-old 
competition.

The Cleveland Institute of Art 
hosts the regional competition 
that recognizes creative achieve-
ment in area 7-12 grade students. 
The young artists compete for 
cash prizes, medals, and schol-
arship awards. A panel of local 
professional artists, art educators, 
writers, and writing educators jury 
the exhibit and select the awarded 
pieces from nearly 3,000 entries. 

Students who are recognized on 
the national level are invited to 
attend an awards ceremony in the 
spring in New York City.

Congratulations all artists and 
their teachers Dayna Hansen, 
Anne McQuay, Arline Olear,   
Autumn Sabin and Amy Sedlak.

Chamber Ochestra earns 
highest marks

Congratulations the Chamber 
Orchestra and director Dr. Beth 
Hankins on earning a “Superior” 
raiting in the AA level of the 
OMEA Adjudicated Event on 
March 1. 

Academic Challenge 
sweeps SWC titles

The Lakewood High Academ-
ic Challenge Team continues its 
legacy of excellence as the var-
sity squad  wrapped up its regu-
lar season Southwest Conference 
play undefeated at 9-0 and then 
promptly followed with grabbing 
the SWC Tournament champion-
ship as well. The team earlier 
this year had earned invitations 
to Regional Ohio Academic 
Challenge Tournament and also 
to the National Academic Quiz 
Tournament to be held in Atlanta 
in May. Congratulations to all 
the team members and to advis-
ers Peter Petto and Bob Sedlak!

ELEMENTARY

Last month, two sets of 
District teams competed in a 
Greater Cleveland Council of 
Teachers of Mathematics event 
and both the Grant and Lincoln 
teams came away with many 
honors and awards!

Seventeen members of the 
Grant Math Club saw the hard 
work of their afterschool meet-
ings pay off. The Grant teams 
came home from the two-hour 
competition in Parma with two 

Math club teams
shine in contests

team trophies, champion ribbons, 
and rising star awards! 

Lincoln had two 5th grade 
teams compete at their event at 
Lakewood Catholic Academy. 
The eight students have been 
meeting weekly preparing for the 
tournament. Both Lincoln teams 
earned blue champion ribbons 
with their solid scores on all 
four components of the problem- 
solving tournament. 

Grant team takes 3rd in 
Destination Imagination

Grant Elementary sent four 
teams to the Destination Imagi-
nation competition in Beachwood 
on March 2. The teams were led 
by advisers Christine Masgras 
and Jessie Holland. One of the 
teams, “Whimsical Orcas” com-
prised of third, fourth, and fifth 
graders, took third place in the 
Fine Arts category. They wrote, 
built sets, and acted in a short 
play based on the board game 
Candyland. Destination Imagina-
tion provides unique educational 
experiences across seven project-
based challenge types – Techni-
cal, Scientific, Engineering, Fine 
Arts, Improvisational, Service 
Learning, and Early Learning.



ing space, will bring new revenue 
to the District that will help offset 
the cost of the renovation, which 
will be funded over 20 years.

Details of the preschool cur-
ricular programming will be 
developed over the next year with 
input from staff. Plans call for the 
renovation to be complete in time 
for Central Office staff to move 
into the building in January 2020 
and the preschool programming 
with the start of the 2020-2021 
school year.

“This move will allow us to 
maximize a taxpayer-funded 
property that has been under-
utilized over the years since it 
closed as an elementary school 
while giving us the space needed 
to expand critical programming 
for our students and keep our 
Central Office staff in Board-
owned property,” said Superin-
tendent Michael J. Barnes.

The curricular expansion fits 
into Superintendent Barnes’ 
“PreK to 16” vision of offering 
the community educational op-
tions that enable students to go 
from PreK through college with-
out having to leave the District. 

The sale of the Board of 
Education properties on Warren 
Road to Liberty Development 
Company will continue to move 
forward and is expected to close 
in early 2019. 
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Taft
continued from PAGE 1District to reimagine alternative ed program

The Lakewood Board of 
Education in January approved a 
plan for the District to move into 
a new era of alternative educa-
tion programming that entails 
closing the existing Lakewood 
City Academy community char-
ter school and opening its own 
program in the former Franklin 
Elementary School.

Lakewood City Academy 
is sponsored by the District 
as a dropout prevention credit 
recovery school, which as such 
is subject to strict Ohio Depart-
ment of Education regulations 
and requirements. Over the 
years, the model in the State of 
Ohio has become more cumber-

some as it pertains to compliance 
procedures, which hindered the 
educational opportunities that 
LCA could offer to its students. 

With LCA’s five-year sponsor-
ship agreement with the District 
expiring on June 30 of this year, 
District administrators and the 
LCA Board of Directors deter-
mined that in order to provide 
more comprehensive, expansive 
and Lakewood-specific alterna-
tive programming, it is in the 
best interest of our students to 
not renew the sponsorship.

“This change will give the Dis-
trict a chance to dream, imagine 
and then have discussions about 
what we want to do in regards to 

alternative education program-
ming” that wouldn’t be possible 
under the state requirements, said 
Superintendent Barnes. 

Administrators plan to spend 
the 2020-2021 school year 
gathering input from students, 
staff, parents and the community 
about what they think alterna-
tive education should look like 
in Lakewood. The new, as yet 
unnamed program would begin 
operating in the 2021-2020 
school year. Until that time, cur-
rent LCA students will continue 
next school year much as they 
are doing now curricularly but 
with some expanded opportuni-
ties still to be determined. 

Some of the benefits of bring-
ing the alternative education pro-
gram under the District umbrella 
include the ability to share staff 
and other resources of the middle 
schools and high school and 
ability to offer students elective 
courses such as music, art and 
career-tech classes. Students will 
also graduate with a Lakewood 
High diploma.

Assistant Superintendent 
Maggie Niedzwiecki told the 
Board on January 7 that while 
the transformation is in process, 
students and parents will see 
very little change. “We want this 
to be a seamless transition for 
everyone,” she said. 

ensuring high achievement in 
reading and math for all stu-
dents, many from economically 
disadvantaged homes. 

Paolo DeMaria, Superinten-
dent of Public Instruction for the 
state, said in a press release from 
the Department of Education: 
“Ohio’s students can do amaz-
ing things, and these schools are 
creating the right conditions to 
close achievement gaps and ad-
dress the issues that sometimes 
prevent students from taking 
full advantage of educational 
opportunities. Congratulations to 
these schools, their teachers and 
administrators for making a real 
difference in the lives of their 
students.”

Roosevelt
continued from PAGE 1

Next Supt. listening
session is April 25
Superintendent Barnes 
will hold his fourth and 
last Listen & Learn ses-
sion for this school year 
on Thursday, April 25 
at 6 pm in the Ranger 
Cafe at Lakewood High 
School. Come share your 
thoughts on the Lake-
wood Schools! This is a 
one-hour, informal open 
house format.

This year the District is welcoming our new kindergartener registrants 
with a fun yard sign and t-shirt to welcome our members of the Class of 
2032 to the Ranger Family! Our Li’l Rangerman design was created by 
West Shore Media & Art Design student Izzie Bryson. If you want your 
next-year kindergartner to receive his or her t-shirt and sign, start the 
registration process now! Go to www.lakewoodcityschools.org and click 
on Student Registration to begin!

Get
ready

for
the 

Class
of

2032!

March Concerts
The George P. Read 
Music Department has to 
concerts in the last week 
of March that are sure to 
be great entertainment! 
On March 27, the 8th 
grade band will join with 
the Lakewood High Wind 
Ensemble to perform. 
Then, On March 28, the 
Lakewood High choral 
groups will perform their 
annual Pops concert. 
Both shows begin at 7:30 
pm and take place at the 
Lakewood Civic Audito-
rium.



Lakewood City Schools

The Lakewood Board of Education
Linda Beebe, President

Emma Petrie Barcelona, Vice President
Tom Einhouse, Member 
Edward Favre, Member

Betsy Bergen Shaughnessy, Member

Administration                                  Editor 
Michael J. Barnes, Superintendent                     Christine Gordillo
Kent Zeman, Treasurer                                        216-529-4074
All courses and programs offered by the Lakewood City Schools and the West Shore Career 
Technical District are without regard to race, color, religion, national origian, creed, gender, 
marital status, disability, or age in its educational programs, activities, employment policies or 
admission plicies as required by Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 and Section 
504 of the Rhabilitation Act of 1973. The district provides equal access to Boy Scouts and other 
designated groups. Jeffrey Schlade serves as Title IX Coordinator and Lisa Bruening as 504 
Coordinator.
Printed by Vedda & Sons Printing, owned by a Lakewood High School alumnus, Class of ‘51

            ECRWSS

                                               Postal Customer

Board of Education
1470 Warren Road
Lakewood, OH 44107

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Cleveland, OH 44107

Permit No. 2512

Senior Malvin Gblah receives his trophy for being named the Male High School Athlete of the Year by the 
Greater Cleveland Sports Commission.

Plenty sports season honors to go around
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Sports
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 Indoor New Balance Nationals 
in New York City March 9. 

Malvin piled up numerous 
accolades for his play on the 
pitch prior to earning his two big 
awards. Those honors include:
• 2018 OSSCA All-Ohio   

First Team
• 2018 All-Greater Cleveland 

Player of the Year
• 2018 All-Greater Cleveland 

First Team

• 2018 All-Lake Erie          
Regional Team

• 2018 All-Southwest       
Conference 2nd Team

• 2018 GCSSCA All-Star First 
Team

Malvin’s success is even more 
remarkable when you consider 
that he came to the United States 
four years ago from an African 
refugee camp and found his 
home here in Lakewood and on 
the soccer field. We are so proud 
of all Malvin and Tylyer have 
accomplished!

Michael Jackson, Barack 
Obama, Josephine Baker, Garret 
Morgan – these are just some 
of the names that were honored 
as part of Harrison Elementary 
School’s Black History Muse-
um, created to celebrate Febru-
ary as Black History Month. 

Each class was tasked with 
researching an African American 
who has had a significant impact 
on society and then creating 
a door decoration to celebrate 
that person’s accomplishments. 
With the help of curriculum and 
technology teacher Stacy Rocco, 
each class also added a QR code 
near the door that linked to a 
biographical video, or a speech, 
a song, or piece of literature 
from the highlighted individual. 

Guests invited to tour the mu-

Harrison celebrates with 
Black History Museum

seum the first week of February 
were given an iPad to wander 
the building and see the many 
doors decorated and watch the 
biographies on the iPad.  

 The museum idea came out 
of a broader vision that Princi-
pal Sabrina Crawford has for 
her building. 

“My goal is for our students 
to be exposed to and experi-
ence authentic learning oppor-
tunities. I have implemented 
various committees in our 
building that work to create 
these experiences for students.  
I challenged the Black History 
Committee to think outside the 
box and really elevate the Black 
History Month experience for 
our students and our staff,” 
Principal Crawford said.

The varsity winter sports 
season had some great highlights 
including a State champion, three 
other State qualifiers, champions 
in three District competitions and 
a District Semifinalist team! Our 
Ranger teams also had a num-
ber of student-athletes honored 
by the Southwest Conference, 
including a few first-teamers.

Here are some more highlights 
from the winter season:

Boys’ basketball: Advanced to 
District Semifinals at presstime. 
All Conference honorees are 
Tommy Sala and Tim Smith (1st 
Team); Zion Kolodynski-Darby 
(2nd Team); and Nate Mims     
and Derek Walker (Honorable 

Mention).
Girls’ basketball: All Con-

ference honorees are Christian 
Massey (2nd Team) and Claire 
Hylton and Ava Clause (Honor-
able Mention).

Gymnastics: Julia Szentkiralyi 
and Halle Breudigan named to 
Honorable Mention All Confer-
ence team.

Ice Hockey: All-Conference 
honorees are William Holden 
(2nd Team) and Rob Holden and 
Alex Blinkly (Honorable Men-
tion).

Swimming & Diving: Sistina 
Simcox won the conference title 
in 200-yard freestyle. All Confer-
ence honorees: Sistina Simcox 

(1st Team – 200 free, 2nd Team – 
50 free); Ethel Woodford, Sophia 
Miranda, Wilson Reynolds, and 
Joe Toole (Honorable Mention).

Indoor Track & Field: Along 
with State champion Tyler Han-
nah, Christina Auck and Cormac 
Peppard-Kramer qualified for the 
Indoor State Championship Tour-
nament in shot put and 800-meter 
run, respectively.

Wrestling: Yousef Awad quali-
fied for State Tournament at 285 
lbs. At the middle school level, 
Garfield’s Muimyan Salti won 
8th grade District title. All-Con-
ference honorees: Yousef Awad 
and Jayden Jackson (Honorable 
Mention).


